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I am pleased and proud to announce that
in April 2001 The Journal of Faith and Sci-
ence Exchange received an Award of Excel-
lence in the Polly Bond Competition, estab-
lished in the niid-197()s to acknowledge ex-
cellence and achievement in church commu-
nication. The Competition is sponsored by
Episcopal Communicators, to which I belong,
an organization for communications profes-
sionals working in the Episcopal Church. The
judges awarded the prize based on their ex-
amination of the first three volumes of the
Journal (1997-99). Awards are given in a va-
riety of publication categories, print, elec-
tronic, and broadcast. The Journal of Faith
and Science Exchange received the highest
award in the category of "Agency Publica-
tion that Best Exemplifies Its Mission."
And its mission is a crucial one for the
growth and vitality of the science-and-religion
field: to encourage and promote the careers
of promising graduate students in this field
by publishing their best work, alongside the
work of more established scholars. The Jour-
nal remains one of the few publication ven-
ues for academics and professionals doing re-
search, development, and application at the
intersection of science and religion, and its
unique promotional mission makes it stand
out. We on the Editorial Board take this mis-
sion seriously, and the Polly Bond Award of
Excellence suggests that we are doing our job
very well.
This 2000 volume of the Journal spot-
lights the work of twenty-five students at
graduate institutions worldwide. Three of
them won Publication Awards in an interna-
tional competition sponsored by the New En-
gland Center for Faith and Science Exchange:
Peter Heltzel at Boston University, Theodore
Met/Jer at Andover Newton Theological
School, and Kirk Wegter-McNelly at Gradu-
ate Theological Union. Entries were judged
by a team of independent judges, well known
in the science-and-religion field. The winning
essays and all the essays included in this vol-
ume come highly recommended by the fac-
ulty members who personally mentored the
work. These faculty members comprise the
2000 Editorial Panel. In addition, we include
essays by five established thinkers in the field:
Imad-ad-l)ean Ahmad, Sjoerd Bonting,
Paul Waldau, Olaf Dammann, and Wesley
Wlldman.
Only a couple of decades ago, interdisci-
plinary research involving science and reli-
gion—including the study of science-religion
interactions—was a rather narrow specialty
with a few solo voices. By now, it has bur-
geoned into an diverse and busy field, as
Wesley Wildman observes in his overview,
which opens this volume. Around the world,
many choirs of voices may be heard to sing
an amazing variety of choruses. Their skill
and influence are increasing, and the cultures
that attend to them are the richer for it.
Under the heading of "Historical Studies,"
Elizabeth Patton is concerned to set straight
a recent misrepresentation of the connection
between the Protestant Reformation and the
Scientific Revolution. Imad-ad-Dean
Ahmad surveys the contributions of Islamic
scientists to modern scientific practice and
procedure.
The rest of the essays have been grouped
according to the particular theological or
philosophical topic each one illuminates with
insights from science and technology. Under
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the broad heading of "Anthropology,"
Theodore Metzler and Darnell Jackson
show how current AI and what might be called
"AI hopes and dreams," respectively, are re-
vising how the human condition is understood.
Jeannine Jacques, Robert Keefer, and Leon
Turner approach the topic from the psycho-
logical sciences, using different paths. Kate
Layzer takes a social scientific look at sin,
and Paul Waldau takes issue with the exclu-
sion of the non-human animal sciences from
the theology-and-science dialogues, espe-
cially those that maintain the habit of
anthropocentrism.
Under the heading of '"Creation and Di-
vine Action," Sjoerd Bonting outlines a new
way of thinking about God's original and con-
tinuing creation, with influence from chaos
theory and complexity. Chris Doran writes
of the weaknesses in some scholars' preoccu-
pation to find where and when the divine hand
touches the cosmos. Mervyn Dutfy exam-
ines the history of the concept of zero, noth-
ing, and how it has influenced theological
thinking about creation, dlrant Miller Fran-
cisco looks at the universe's emergent prop-
erties and the religious questions raised
thereby. Benjamin Milner looks at
Hawking 's attempt to discredit two classical
arguments for the existence of God.
In the category called "The Cosmos,"
Kate Bitney examines the basis for an Earth
Ethics. Forrest Clingerman looks to a the-
ology of culture, including history, to develop
an understanding of nature. Peter Heltzel
proposes that the "Two Books" concept has
found invigorated theological standing. Kirk
Wegter-McNelly examines the difference
between two strategies for working out a the-
ology of nature. Carol Drummond presents
the views of several scientists on practical uses
for the cloning of endangered species. Nicole
Roskos exposes the intluence of the "market
god" in the development and dispersal of ge-
netically engineered crops.
"Health and Healing" is the broad head-
ing for three essays. Olaf Dammann dis-
cusses the recent results of studies on the re-
ligious factors that affect health. Timothy
Pawlik encourages improvements in the
guidelines for using human subjects in medi-
cal research. Amy Wachholtz reviews the
differing stances of three religions toward
xenotransplantation.
hi the category of "Epistemology," Marcy
Wineman Axness presents evidence for hu-
man modes of learning that are far more subtle
than previously appreciated. Thomas Carroll
looks at the role of mystical language and
metaphor. John Bradford Hooper consid-
ers how the embodied mind seeks explana-
tion. And Udechukwu Anthony Emeka
demonstrates how a concept from theology
can provide a model for fruitful relations be-
tween two fields of knowledge, science and
religion.
One essay falls in the category of "God
and Divine Nature." Stephen Henry imag-
ines a conversation among non-contempora-
neous scholars on the topic of mathematical
and divine infinity.
In any field, the work of graduate students
points the way to the future. This field is no
exception. We are proud that theyo//r/jfl/has
been recognized, by the Polly Bond Compe-
tition judges, for its effectiveness in fulfilling
its mission to bring the best, most progres-
sive thought of promising scholars to the at-
tention of the wider interdiscipliniuy academic
community.
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